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Only four more weeks of the term to go and still so much happening within those 20 days. 

Tuesday sees our Kindergarten students going on their first ever excursion to Oakvale Farm 

and on the same day some of our older students are participating in a Rugby League gala 

day at Valentine. I love that we are able to provide so many diverse learning opportunities 

for our students at Windale PS to meet their individual needs and interests.  

TERM 4 SWIMMING PROGRAM 

Notes have gone home regarding our Term 4 Swimming Program which is open to all 

students in Years 2-6. As a qualified swim instructor myself, I cannot stress enough the 

importance of all children learning to be safe around water. We are lucky to live in such a 

beautiful part of the world where there are many activities available that involve water. 

The cost of this year’s swimming lessons should be $7.50 per week per student and this 

does not include the cost of the bus travel to and from Valentine Pool. As I have been very 

transparent in the past, our school does receive significant funding to assist our students 

and families to be able to access activities and learning opportunities that otherwise many 

people would be unable to afford. To enable more students to be able to access the swim 

program this year, the school will be putting in over $3500 to keep the cost for our 

families to $50.00 per child in 2019. There are only 60 spots available so please send in 

your money and permission note as soon as you can to secure one of these potentially life 

saving positions. 

BUILDING WORKS 

Works are continuing well within the school with the new roof and guttering installed on 

the Library and our Year 1/2 classes relocating into this learning space while construction 

begins on their classrooms. Starting this week, the toilet blocks in the lower Infants 

playground will be closed for 

demolition as we will be getting a 

complete upgrade of both the boys 

and girls bathrooms. I am excited to 

finally see the money being spent on 

our school buildings which is long 

overdue and feedback I have received 

from members of our school 

community is that you feel the same. 

Our students deserve the best and we 

will always strive to provide them with 

that, now and into the future.  

Have a fantastic week of learning 

everyone! 
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Important dates to remember 

Phone: 

(02) 4948 8864 
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Kindergarten Excursion 

Oakvale Farm 

Tuesday 3rd September 

Rugby League Gala Day  

@ Valentine 9am—3pm 

Tuesday 3rd September 

Fresh Food Kids Discovery 

Tour -Woolworths 3/4H 

Thursday 5th September 
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PSSA State Championships 

Last week our very talented footballer Joel Simon competed at the NSW PSSA 

Touch Football championship.  Joel was a key member of the Hunter team.   

After 3 days of competition, both Hunter and Sydney North couldn’t be 

separated- joint WINNERS.  An amazing achievement from Joel and this team.  

 

Swim Scheme Term 4  

Last week a note was sent home regarding swim scheme for Term 4. This is a 

great program run by Valentine Swim Centre for students Years 2 - 6. Even if your 

child can swim, lessons will help strengthen and refine their abilities.  

All payments due Friday 20th September, limited space available.   

 

Netball Gala 

Well played, Netball Teams! 

We loved seeing you all shine at Charlestown Netball Courts last week. You all displayed excellent 

sportsmanship and represented Windale Public School with pride. 

A big thank you to Mrs Tonge for coaching the teams and organisation of a great gala day.  A very big thank you 

to Julie MacBain and Jaime Martin who looked after a junior team each on the day. Without their wonderful 

help, the day would not 

have run as smoothly as it 

did. Also, thank you to all 

the parents, grandparents 

and caregivers who came 

along to cheer for our 

students. 

A great day was had by all! 
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What have 3/4H been up to? 

Stage 2 working together, using their creative and critical thinking skills to  

design a boat that will transport the gingerbread man safely across the river.  
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Attendance 

You may have noticed our new advertising material about the importance of school attendance and using the 

catch phrase ‘JUST TURN UP’. This is a fantastic new initiative that has been developed by the Waiyarang 

Community of Schools. It has a clear message that we encourage all families to take note of. Turning up to 

school is a legal requirement. At Windale we say Just Turn Up. 

 

Future-focused Learning 

What a wonderful journey we are on with future-focused learning at Windale Public School. When we take 

the time to reflect on where we started and how far we have come we often think about the physical  

elements of our learning spaces. Yes, the furniture looks amazing and assists us in our journey, as well as 

helps the students (and teachers) adjust to the ‘new’ way of teaching and learning, but it’s what’s happening 

behind the scenes that is most impressive. Our teachers spend so much of their own private time writing and 

rewriting lessons to then implement in a high-interest manner that the students enjoy. Gone are the days of 

students rote learning facts. Gone are the days where the teacher stands at the front of the classroom all day 

talking at the students. Welcome to the future of education and the new direction Windale PS is paving the 

way for. At Windale we are leading the way. We hope you enjoy the ride. 

Canberra Excursion 

Students from our school have recently undertaken an education tour 

of the national capital. Students were given the opportunity to  

participate in a variety of educational programs with a focus on  

Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy. 

 

The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young  

Australians being able to visit the national capital as part of their Civics 

and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost of the  

excursion the Australian Government  

contributed funding of $20 per student under 

the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate 

program towards those costs. The rebate is 

paid directly to the school upon completion of 

the excursion. 

 

Our Stage Three students really enjoyed the  

recent trip to Canberra, learning about our  

nation’s capital. 
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Windale PS Weekly Merit Award Winners WEEK 6 

Home reading & Infants Awards 

KD Isaiah Hughes-Bekker, Nate Woolfrey 

K/1M Tex Feletti, Ayla Sams, Scott Forshaw, Shakayah Chapman 

1/2L Lucy Hinton, Ace Delany, Freddie Evans-Giggins, Jericho Dewar, Ella Christiansen, 

Alyssa Fitzsimmons 

1/2S Maxim Hobden, Aliyah Matthews, Khalifa Ahoy-Bates, Olivia Elvin 

2/3S Preston Jenkins, Talan Martin, Taj Hobden, Traie Williams (next page) 
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Windale PS Weekly Merit Award Winners WEEK 6 

Primary Awards 

3/4H Kiarra Nicholls, Lillyanna Menzies, Jai Laws, Bailey Aiston 

4/5D Charlie Gribble, Hayley Jefferson 

5/6C Chloe Christainsen, Taylor Adam 

5/6T Izack Hadley-Kelly, Sharna Wallace-Welch, Harmony Yates 

Attendance Awards  

Left: 

Bailey Aiston 

3/4H 

Ashlyn Southern 

2/3S 



 

 

P A G E  8  T E R M  3   W E E K  7  

Respectful & Responsible Awards Week 6 

Left:  Jericho Dewar 1/2L 

Scott Forshaw K/1M 

Bailey Aiston 3/4H 

Harmony Yates 5/6T 

Harley Evans-Giggins K/1M 

Bottom: 

Nickolai Warden 1/2S 
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Wilayi Pre-schooler’s Excursion 

Wilayi Pre-schoolers had lots of fun reading and drawing with our new friends on their first  

Intergenerational visit to Narla village.  

We are very excited to be making this a regular excursion.  
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